
Britain: A Global Power 

Multiple Choice Questions 

1. What was the main reason for the British Empire becoming wealthy in the 18th 
and 19th centuries? 

o A) Farming 
o B) Trade with other countries 
o C) Building roads 
o D) Fishing 

Answer: B) Trade with other countries 

2. Which country gained independence from Britain after the American War of 
Independence? 

o A) Canada 
o B) Australia 
o C) The United States 
o D) India 

Answer: C) The United States 

3. What was the Industrial Revolution? 
o A) A war between England and France 
o B) A time when Britain became a republic 
o C) A period when new machines changed how goods were made 
o D) A time when schools were closed 

Answer: C) A period when new machines changed how goods were made 

4. Which invention was improved by James Watt and used in factories and trains? 
o A) The spinning jenny 
o B) The steam engine 
o C) The telegraph 
o D) The printing press 

Answer: B) The steam engine 

5. What event is known for displaying Britain’s achievements and inventions in 1851? 
o A) The Great Exhibition 
o B) The Crimean War 
o C) The Indian Rebellion 
o D) The Reform Act of 1832 

Answer: A) The Great Exhibition 

6. Which war was fought between Britain, France, and Russia in the 1850s? 



o A) The Napoleonic Wars 
o B) The Crimean War 
o C) The Boer War 
o D) The Battle of Waterloo 

Answer: B) The Crimean War 

7. Who became famous for improving healthcare during the Crimean War? 
o A) Queen Victoria 
o B) Charles Dickens 
o C) Florence Nightingale 
o D) Thomas Hardy 

Answer: C) Florence Nightingale 

8. What was the outcome of the Indian Rebellion in 1857? 
o A) The British left India 
o B) The British government took direct control of India 
o C) India became a republic 
o D) The East India Company expanded its power 

Answer: B) The British government took direct control of India 

9. What did the Reform Act of 1832 change? 
o A) It ended slavery 
o B) It gave women the right to vote 
o C) It allowed more men to vote 
o D) It made schools free for children 

Answer: C) It allowed more men to vote 

10. Who wrote the book "On the Origin of Species" in 1859? 
o A) Charles Dickens 
o B) Florence Nightingale 
o C) Charles Darwin 
o D) William Wilberforce 

Answer: C) Charles Darwin 

 

True or False Questions 

1. Britain lost the American colonies in the War of Independence. 
o Answer: True 

2. The Industrial Revolution started in the United States and spread to Britain. 
o Answer: False (It started in Britain.) 

3. Queen Victoria ruled during the Victorian Era from 1837 to 1901. 



o Answer: True 
4. The Reform Act of 1867 gave women the right to vote. 

o Answer: False (It gave more working-class men the right to vote, not 
women.) 

5. Britain's economy grew quickly during the Industrial Revolution because of new 
inventions and factories. 

o Answer: True 
6. The Scramble for Africa refers to European countries, including Britain, competing 

to take control of African territories. 
o Answer: True 

7. The abolition of the slave trade in the British Empire happened in 1833. 
o Answer: False (The abolition of the slave trade happened in 1807, but slavery 

was abolished in 1833.) 
8. Florence Nightingale was a famous writer in the 19th century. 

o Answer: False (She was a famous nurse.) 
9. The Napoleonic Wars ended with the defeat of Napoleon at the Battle of Trafalgar. 

o Answer: False (The Napoleonic Wars ended with the Battle of Waterloo.) 
10. Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution changed how people understood nature and 

the world. 
o Answer: True 

 

Short Answer Questions 

1. Why did the American colonies fight for independence from Britain? 
o Answer: They did not like British taxes and wanted more control over their 

own government. 
2. What was the Industrial Revolution, and how did it change Britain? 

o Answer: The Industrial Revolution was a period when new machines were 
used in factories, changing the way goods were made and making Britain the 
"workshop of the world." 

3. Who was Queen Victoria, and why was her reign important? 
o Answer: Queen Victoria was the queen of Britain from 1837 to 1901. Her 

reign was important because Britain became a global power, and many social 
and political changes happened. 

4. What was the Great Exhibition of 1851? 
o Answer: The Great Exhibition was an event held in London to show new 

inventions and the achievements of the British Empire. 
5. What happened during the Indian Rebellion of 1857? 

o Answer: The Indian Rebellion was an uprising against British control in India. 
After the rebellion, the British government took direct control of India. 

6. What did the Reform Acts of the 19th century change? 
o Answer: The Reform Acts gave more men the right to vote and changed the 

way MPs (Members of Parliament) were elected. 
7. Why is Florence Nightingale an important figure in history? 



o Answer: Florence Nightingale improved healthcare and nursing, especially 
during the Crimean War, and is known as the founder of modern nursing. 

8. What was Charles Darwin’s contribution to science? 
o Answer: Charles Darwin introduced the theory of evolution by natural 

selection in his book "On the Origin of Species." 
9. What was the Scramble for Africa? 

o Answer: The Scramble for Africa was a period when European countries, 
including Britain, competed to take control of African territories. 

10. What was the outcome of the Battle of Waterloo? 
o Answer: The Battle of Waterloo was the final defeat of Napoleon, which 

ended the Napoleonic Wars. 

 


