
Jang Young-sil 

 

True/False Questions 

1. Jang Young-sil was born into a wealthy family. 
False – He was born into a poor family. 

2. King Sejong was impressed with Jang Young-sil's intelligence and creativity. 
True 

3. Jang Young-sil’s most famous invention was the water clock. 
True 

4. Jang Young-sil lost his job after the cart he built broke during a trip. 
True 

5. Jang Young-sil’s inventions are no longer remembered in modern Korea. 
False – His inventions are still celebrated in modern Korea. 

 

Comprehension Questions 

1. Where was Jang Young-sil born? 
Answer: He was born in Korea during the Joseon Dynasty. 

2. What kind of family background did Jang Young-sil have? 
Answer: He was born into a poor family, and his parents worked hard to support the 
family. 

3. Who gave Jang Young-sil the opportunity to work in the royal court? 
Answer: King Sejong gave him the opportunity to work in the royal court after 
recognizing his talents. 

4. What did Jang Young-sil invent to help people know the time? 
Answer: He invented a water clock and a sundial to help people know the time. 

5. How did Jang Young-sil’s rain gauge help farmers? 
Answer: The rain gauge helped farmers measure the amount of rainfall, which 
improved their ability to care for crops. 

6. What did some people in the royal court think of Jang Young-sil? 
Answer: Some people did not respect him because of his low social status, even 
though he was talented. 

7. What happened after the cart that Jang Young-sil built broke? 
Answer: He was blamed for the failure, lost his job, and was no longer allowed to 
work for the king. 

8. What was Jang Young-sil’s contribution to astronomy? 
Answer: He improved astronomical instruments to observe the stars and planets. 

9. How is Jang Young-sil remembered in modern Korea? 
Answer: He is remembered as one of Korea’s greatest inventors, with schools, 
science centers, and TV shows named after him. 



10. What lesson can we learn from Jang Young-sil’s life story? 
Answer: His life shows that talent and hard work are more important than social 
status, and determination can lead to great achievements. 

 


